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TKC and Donlin Gold LLC have reached an updated long-term Surface Use Agreement 
that spells out the terms and conditions around the development of the Donlin Gold proj-
ect on TKC lands. The agreement includes provisions for TKC shareholder training and 
hiring, brings Kuskokwim River residents to the table to help ensure the continued health 
of the waterway, and paves the way for a subsistence harvest plan in the mining area.  

“Our families have lived off this land for generations and we want to make sure it is de-
veloped both responsibly and in a way that benefits the shareholders of The Kuskokwim 
Corporation,” said Maver Carey, President and CEO of TKC. “The agreement sets the ba-
sis for a long and productive relationship that, with construction of the mine, will provide 
jobs and financial value to the shareholders in our 10 villages.” 

The TKC villages are in close proximity to the Donlin Gold project.  

“This Agreement represents a commitment by the project’s key stakeholders in continu-
ing to advance the project in a responsible and sustainable manner for the benefit of the 
region and its shareholders,” said Donlin Gold General Manager, Stan Foo. 

TKC & Donlin Gold Reach Historic Agreement

continued on page 6

TKC President and CEO Maver Carey signs the Donlin Gold Surface Use Agreement with Stan Foo
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2014 Shareholder Award Winners

Education Award
Sheila Willis, Stony River
“Sheila is an invaluable member of the 
community who continues to practice in 
a field of ever changing demands. TKC’s 
shareholder Shelia Willis is deserving of 
this recognition because of how well she 
does her job and the education this profes-
sion requires.”
- Amanda Sagmoen, Anchorage

Elder Award
Florence “Candy” Nelson, 
Chuathbaluk
“Most everyone in the village knows she 
is an advocate for a sober lifestyle and 
many would come to her for advice and 
encouragement. Florence has spent count-
less hours on corporations, Boards and 
tribal councils with little or no per diem or 
other reimbursement. Her reward has been 
to see her community grow and young 
people to become successful in life. Even 
though she was born in difficult times and 
her father died when she was young, she 
was able to make the best of her situation 
and serves as an inspiration to many. “
- Jeff Nelson, Anchorage 

Health Award
Agnes Olinga Nicoli, Aniak 
“Since the age of 13, Agnes has been with 
the Aniak Volunteer Fire Department as 
a Lizard Killer, and while a Lizard Killer 
she has been on numerous calls with the 
late fire chief Pete Brown. She has been 
promoted to head the Dragon Slayers after 
the death of her mentor and good friend 
Candi Nickolie. She hasn’t given up, even 
though she has lost numerous friends and 
relatives. She enjoys helping people and 
wants to continue in the health field.”  
- Beverly Nicoli, Aniak

Humanitarian Award
Kathleen Polty, Pilot Station
“Kathleen and Evan Polty have helped 
everyone all over the Yukon and Kuskok-
wim areas, Bethel, and even Anchorage 
with families that have lost their loved 
ones. Evan and Kathleen do anything in 
their powers to comfort those in need, by 
prayers, assisting with food prep and clean 
up, assisting with burials and visiting 
families. With each loss both have helped 
the families from the start to the end- self-
lessly fiving of their own time 
to make sure any family member is at 
ease. Their love for all shines brightest 
when helping those in need.”
- Karen Greene, Pilot Station

Non-Shareholder Award
Betty Simeon, Aniak
“Elizabeth “Betty” Simeon has lived on 
the Kuskokwim all her life. She has been a 
dedicated mother of 5 and has touched so 
many people throughout the years with her 
kindness and compassion. Betty and with 
her husband Jerry have served as foster 
parents in our region for many years. Not 
only did they provide stability for many 
children, but they showed them love. To 
this day, many of these individuals still 
keep in contact with Grandma Betty and 
seem incredibly grateful as to how she 
touched their lives, gave them hope and 
helped shape their future.”
- Marce Simeon, Glennallen 

TKC Thanks the 
following agencies 
for their generous 
donations to this 
year’s Annual 
Shareholders’ 
Meeting
Alaska Aces
Arctic Office Products 
Calista Corporation
Donlin Gold
Ravn Alaska
Suulutaaq
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TKC gave an unprecedented $15,000 in cash prizes to shareholders who returned their valid proxies this year. BDO, our proxy 
tabulators, used a computer program to randomly pick the prize winners.  

Checks were mailed directly following the Annual Meeting. Congratulations to all the winners! 

$2,500 Winner:
Marie R. Nick

$1500 Winner:
Ronald P. Kerr

$1000 Winner: 
Massa B. Phillips

$500 Winners:
William O. Nesbit, Jr.
Catherine A. Walker
Chris W. Bobby
Randol J. Lang
Natasia A. Vanderpool

$250 Winners:
Karen R. Fredericks
Doris L. Allain-Turner
Phyllis E. Evan
Patrick A. Gregory
Bertha Yako
Seraphine A. Borowski

$100 Winners: 
Mishka J. Andreanoff, Jr.
Michelle F Kameroff
Mona L. Morrow
Angela L. Notti
Tamara C. Dietrich
Clifford J. Evan, Jr.
Isaac F. Underwood

Kory C. Morrow
Mary A. Macar
Gerald A. Simeon, Jr.
Mary R. Macar
Florence J. Nelson
Evelyn Y. Sakar
Stacy L. Turner
Jarraine Gregory
Joleen G. Gregory
Ryan C. Cox
Loretta H. Robinett
Marcie L. Sherer
Molly A. Nicolai
Christopher G. Fredericks
Charles B. Peterson
Willie Pitka, Jr.
Leann L. Kvamme
Nikki J. Zaukar

$50 Winners:
Noel W. Polty
Sophia A. Morgan
Connor L. Hellings
Malcolm P. Kenney
Laura M. Green
Rose M. Michaelson
Annie Mann
Carolyn E. Nease
Sophie Myers
Andrew Littlefish, Sr.
Emil R. Johnson
Henry Kelila
Mary E. Johnson

Moxie Alexie, Jr.
Melvin D. Bobby
Ruth R. Alexie
Brittany K. Christensen
Anna B. Madson
Francis G. Vaska
Diana A. Samuelson

$250 Early Bird Winners: 
Grace H. Wheeler
Jarraine Gregory
Sophie Myers
Bruce W. Morgan, Jr. 
Margaret M. Mute
Denise P. Reed
Leslie C. Ridley
Crystal L. Colley
Evelyn F. Thomas
Glen D. Morgan, Sr.

2014 Proxy Prize Winners

TKC Board of Directors Election Results
Shareholders voted and reelected two 
board members and selected two new 
candidates for the TKC Board of Direc-
tors at the Annual Meeting in Anchorage. 
Jeff Nelson and Lorraine Egnaty both ran 
unopposed and were reelected. Kenny 
Morgan Sr. of Kalskag won TKC Board 
Seat E, which had been previously held by 
Wassilie Kameroff, who is retiring. Daisy 
Phillips of Aniak defeated incumbent 
Kathleen Hoffman of Anchorage. 

TKC Board of Directors serve three year terms.  

SEAT E: 
Mona L. Morrow 
Kenny A. Morgan Sr. 
Amanda R. Hoffman 

SEAT F: 
Jeff Nelson*

SEAT G: 
Lorraine Egnaty*

SEAT H:
Kathleen Hoffman*  
Daisy Phillips

*Denotes incumbent 
  Electees in Bold

TKC Thanks the 
following agencies 
for their generous 
donations to this 
year’s Annual 
Shareholders’ 
Meeting
Alaska Aces
Arctic Office Products 
Calista Corporation
Donlin Gold
Ravn Alaska
Suulutaaq
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TKC held its Annual Shareholders’ Meet-
ing at the Hotel Captain Cook in Anchor-
age on June 7th.  

With 67% of TKC shareholders now living 
outside of the TKC villages and mostly in 
Anchorage, the meeting held in Alaska’s 
largest city brought out hundreds of share-
holders and their families.  

TKC President and CEO Maver Carey 
updated shareholders on the corpora-
tion’s business operations over the past 
year. While 2013 was a challenging year, 
new and exciting opportunities are on 
the horizon for TKC. Carey announced 
the new Surface Use Agreement between 
TKC and Donlin Gold that will allow not 
only for direct payments for TKC based 
on production of the mine, but also the 
creation of new TKC companies. “I know 
our partnership will benefit our sharehold-
ers for many generations,” Carey told 
shareholders.  

Guest speaker and TKC shareholder 
Richie Diehl of Aniak recounted his 2nd 
Iditarod run and thanked TKC for being 
a major sponsor of his Real Diehl Racing 
team. This year, Richie and his team ran 
the Last Great Race in 9 days, 16 hours 
and 35 minutes, capturing 14th place and 
the Horizon Lines Most Improved Musher 
award. As part of the Kusko Trio, or the 
Kuskokwim Delta Force as they are af-
fectionately known, Richie serves as an 
inspiration to young people up and down 
the Kuskokwim River.

Annual Meeting Photos
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continued from page 1 

TKC & Donlin Gold Reach Historic Agreement
The Agreement:
• Has been extended to April 30, 2031, 

with provisions for a further exten-
sion beyond 2031, should production 
continue beyond that date

• Provides direct compensation to TKC 
through payments for:

 - key project milestones (such as 
  execution of agreement, acquiring 
  permits, notice to proceed with 
  construction)
 - annual surface use
 - mine operations

• Includes a coordinated and consulta-
tive approach with TKC regarding an-
nual project planning, reclamation and 
preparation of a subsistence harvest 
plan for affected surface lands

• Provides a commitment for the parties 
to establish an advisory technical re-
view and oversight committee, com-
prised of representatives from TKC, 
Calista and Donlin Gold

• Provides a commitment to develop a 
comprehensive spill response plan for 
the Kuskokwim River in the TKC re-
gion and annual spill response training 
for spill response teams comprised of 
residents from TKC villages

• Gives preference to TKC for contracts 
and hiring and training TKC share-
holders, as well as funding scholar-

ships and working with federal, state 
and local entities to help create and 
fund a training facility in Aniak

• Commits to an exclusive contract with 
TKC for the construction and opera-
tion of an upriver port site

The land on which the Donlin Gold proj-
ect is located was selected by Calista and 
TKC under the terms of the Alaska Native 
Claims Settlement Act for its resource 
development potential. The agreements 
with Donlin Gold mark an important step 
towards realizing an economic benefit for 
the shareholders of these Alaskan Native 
Corporations. If developed, the Donlin 
Gold Project will create up to 3,000 con-
struction jobs and between 600 and 1,400 
jobs during the mine’s 27- plus years of 
operation.

It will be years until the Donlin Gold 
project is operational. Donlin is currently 
moving through the Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) phase of the Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
environmental review process. An EIS is a 
decision-making process that analyzes and 
presents the potential effects of a proposed 
major federal action. In the case of the 
Donlin Gold project, the proposed federal 
action is the issuance of a permit by the 
US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE). 
Donlin is working with federal, state and 
tribal stakeholders, including TKC’s vil-
lages, to ensure the project moves forward 
in the best way possible. 

TKC’s Board of Directors approved the final Surface Use Agreement

Timeline courtesy of Donlin Gold
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The Annual Meeting in Anchorage 
marked the last one for long-time board 
member Wassilie Kameroff. Wassilie has 
selflessly served on the TKC Board for the 
last 29 years, and is retiring to spend more 
time with his family. Fellow directors 
shared their favorite stories of Wassilie 
before TKC President and CEO Maver 
Carey presented Wassilie with a plaque 

thanking him for his service and gave him 
a one-of-a-kind baleen and ivory watch.

“Wassilie has been a strong advocate and 
supporter of TKC’s positive growth over 
the past several years. He has had a strong 
presence on our board and we will miss 
him at our board meetings. We are excited 
about working closely with him while he 

continues working with Donlin Gold, LLC 
and providing continued benefits to TKC 
shareholders.”

Wassilie Kameroff Retirement

“Wassilie has been a strong advocate and supporter of TKC’s positive growth over the 
past several years. He has had a strong presence on our board and we will miss him at 
our board meetings. We are excited about working closely with him while he continues 
working with Donlin Gold, LLC and providing continued benefits to TKC shareholders.”
          - Maver Carey
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The Kuskokwim Drift newsletter is published quarterly by The Kuskokwim Corporation.
For more information, contact the Shareholder Relations Department at (907) 243-2944.

Visit us at: www.kuskokwim.com

As a result of a milestone payment from Donlin Gold for the signing of the TKC/
Donlin Surface Use Agreement, TKC is paying its first ever elder’s dividends. All 
TKC shareholders 65 and older as of June 6th will be receiving $325.00 regardless 
of the number of shares they have. These payments were mailed on June 13th and 
are scheduled to continue tax-free for at least the next three years. 

Questions? Call the TKC Shareholder Relations Department at (907) 243-2944.  

New TKC Elders’ Dividend

Connect with us on Facebook w




