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Middle Kuskokwim Borough Formation
T

he Alaska State Legislature has adjourned
the legislative session that went 42 days
over its scheduled close. The sticking point?
How to cut spending and jobs to close a $4
billion budget shortfall. Now that lawmakers
have gaveled out with a signed budget deal,
state department budgets are being slashed,
some by as much as 30%. That means there’s
less money for education, state projects and
infrastructure and of course, the Middle
Kuskowkim River region.
With Alaska’s fiscal future still uncertain,
the Middle Kuskokwim Region is poised
for growth. Donlin Gold, LLC is on track
to complete the mine permitting process
in the next few years with construction to
follow. As the surface estate owner, The
Kuskokwim Corporation has a vested
interest in the Donlin Mine project, and
we want to ensure our region receives
maximum benefits from any new
development.
A locally controlled Middle Kuskokwim

Borough would encompass all TKC
villages, and maximize the positive impact
of development in the region for TKC
Shareholders. Rural boroughs have a
strong record of funding for local services,

particularly education, as well as a strong
say in local development. A new borough
government that works closely with both
tribes and cities could provide a stronger
voice for residents and funding stability for
the region.
TKC has commissioned a new report on
the feasibility of a Kuspuk Borough and
has made exploring a possible borough
formation a priority for 2015. This
exciting new possibility goes far beyond
just benefiting Shareholders of TKC.
We believe a Kuspuk Borough will benefit
everyone living within Kuspuk School
District boundaries, Native and nonNative alike.
Those benefits include:
▪ Funding for education and community
infrastructure
▪ Funding for village operation needs
▪ Stronger say over local development
▪ Stronger voice on state and federal
issues

Continued from page 1

A new borough would be a completely
separate entity from any existing city
or tribal service organization, with a
governing body made up of locally
elected officials. It could be funded solely
through a Payment In Lieu of Taxes
(PILT) Agreement with Donlin that is
negotiated and beneficial for both sides.
The public process to form a borough
is lengthy and will require many public
meetings. A borough can only be formed
with the approval of the area residents, TKC
Shareholders and Non-Shareholders alike.
While there is no economic benefit
for The Kuskokwim Corporation,
TKC’s management and Board of
Directors believes strongly that it is The

Kuskokwim Corporation’s responsibility
to its communities to present this option
and to help fund the process. TKC would
not be a part of the Borough, cannot
control the Borough, and would receive
no benefits from the Borough. However,
this action would greatly benefit our
Shareholders by ensuring that their
schools are properly funded and that our
communities have direct control over their
local government.
As an Alaska Native Corporation, TKC
has a special responsibility to promote
the well-being of its Shareholders. This
initiative has the potential to provide
direct benefits to our Shareholders and

TKC’s Board of Directors and corporation
management is pleased to help promote
this change. TKC’s management team has
traveled to Upper and Lower Kalskag,
Aniak, Chuathbaluk, Sleetmute, and
Crooked Creek to hold informational
public meetings on a possible borough.
TKC has plans to continue community
outreach in Red Devil and Stony River in
the coming months. So far, the Kuspuk
School District, the Village of Lower
Kalskag, the Aniak Traditional Council,
and the City of Aniak have all signed
resolutions of support for a Middle
Kuskokwim Borough.

The 39th Annual Shareholders’ Meeting in Sleetmute

TKC President and CEO Maver Carey

Kalskag Dancers

T

he Kuskokwim Corporation held its
39th Annual Shareholders’ Meeting in
Sleetmute on June 6th. The Kalskag
Dancers gave a beautiful performance to
begin the meeting as Shareholders enjoyed
a lunch including delicious salads made
by Esther Donhauser Diehl of Aniak.
TKC President and CEO Maver Carey
updated Shareholders on the corporation’s
business operations. She reported that
TKC’s management team focused on
getting back to profitability, increasing
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revenues from $36 million to over $73.1
million, and generated positive income
in 2014.
TKC’s Elders were also honored at the
Annual Meeting for their guidance and
invaluable traditional knowledge in TKC’s
communities. All TKC Shareholders
65 year of age and older received a
Elder’s Dividend of $375.00. TKC Board
of Director’s Chair, Dunia Morgan,
announced that Elder’s Dividend would
continue tax-free for the next few years.

Shareholder and Iditarod Musher Richie
Diehl presented TKC with his race-worn
bib from the 2015 Iditarod Sled Dog Race
to help raise money for the Kuskokwim
Educational Foundation. The bib, which
has been signed by Richie and a number
of other mushers, will be auctioned off
this fall. Quayna to all who made this
year’s TKC Annual Shareholders’ Meeting
possible, especially our gracious hosts,
Gladys Fredericks and the Sleetmute
Traditional Council!
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Richie Diehl and Maver Carey
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Shareholder Award Winners
The TKC region holds some amazing

people who go above and beyond in all
that they do for their neighbors and communities. Every year, the TKC Board of
Directors honors those people who have
made a difference among our shareholders
and in our communities. Five people were
honored this year for their significant
contributions to the health, education, and
welfare of TKC Shareholders. In addition to plaques, the winners also received
a cash award as a thank you for the good
work they do.

and an airplane ride if he heard they were
going through a difficult time. His matchless work ethic goes beyond highway
construction, his character encourages
determination and he’s reminded me not
to forget where I came from.”
– Amanda Sagmoen, Anchorage

HU
AW
M
Ka

EDUCATION AWARD
Ida Williams,
Lower Kalskag
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“She can’t stay retired! Ida Williams
retired years ago from teaching and is
now mentoring elementary school students! She welcomes people, strangers
and family alike, to her home to feed and

Rainy Diehl

HEALTH AWARD
Rainy Diehl,
Anchorage

Robert Donhauser

ELDER AWARD
Robert Donhauser,
Anchorage
“I am nominating, Robert Donhauser, for
the Elder Award because of the difference he’s made in the lives of young men
and women when they are going through
difficult life experiences. He’s known as
a true legend in the highway construction
industry, and he’s also looked after young
men and women through small words of
big wisdom that inspire people to persevere. He has his private pilot’s license
and would take someone for breakfast
4

Ida Williams

put a roof over their heads. She is generous with her love to young and old. She
shares her knowledge of ‘long ago’ with
young and old. She’ll walk three miles to
visit the sick and to comfort and care for
them. Her age does not matter!”
– Molly A. Nicolai, Lower Kalskag

“Rainy Diehl could be the first and only
graduate of medical school from the Kuskokwim. She, like many of TKC’s Shareholders, is a former scholarship recipient
of the Kuskokwim Educational Foundation and also went on to pursue higher
education. In addition to her academic
accomplishments, Rainy was a leading
basketball star of the Aniak Halfbreeds in
her high school years where she led the
team to state tournament championship
games, not to mention her numerous cross
country running victories. She completed
the world-famous Shush Cup, earned A’s
in some of the most challenging collegiate
courses and has made a career out of being a dedicated health care professional.”
– Amanda Sagmoen, Anchorage
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HUMANITARIAN
AWARD
Michelle Samuelson,
Kalskag

NON-SHAREHOLDER
AWARD
Erich Kuball,
Aniak

“The dedication and kindness Michelle
possesses emanates in her natural ability to serve and protect her village. She
is constantly on the move. She develops

“I have experienced Erich Kuball’s
dedication to the education of young TKC
shareholders first-hand both in the traditional and non-traditional classrooms.
Erich has helped illuminate the path of
life-long learning for young people and
given them the tools they need to finish
high school and go on to higher education
and training. Instead of forcing kids into a
box, he allows them to spread their wings
and excel at something they love, all the
while, learning in the process. The EXCEL
program he helped create is providing
leadership and social skills and hands-on
job readiness training for students across

Thank You to
our 39th Annual
Shareholders’
Meeting
Sponsors
BDO
Calista Corporation
Donlin Gold
Everts Air Cargo
Landye Bennett Blumstein Attorneys
Northern Air Cargo
Pen Air
Suluutaaq

Michelle Samuelson

and manages fames for the safety and
welfare of children. She believes strongly
through play children learn discipline.
They become responsible adults and leaders. Michelle also sews and she raffles her
beautiful art work to assist those in needs.
She truly deserves this award.”
– Elaine Aloysius-Vatter, Fairbanks

Erich Kuball

Western Alaska. Students in these EXCEL
camps are having fun while also learning
math, science and in some cases, college
credits and certificates. As more job opportunities become available in our region,
the skills Erich is teaching the next generation will become even more valuable.”
– Andrea Gusty, Anchorage
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TKC Board of Directors Election Results
Four TKC Board of Directors seats were

up for election this year. Shareholders
voted and reelected incumbents David
Gregory, Carl Morgan, Jr., Marce Simeon
and Dunia Morgan. Carl, Marce and
Dunia were sworn in at the Annual
Meeting in Sleetmute by Secretary Angela
Morgan. David was excused from the
meeting for work, and will be sworn in
at the next regular Board of Directors
meeting in Anchorage. TKC Board of
Directors serve three year terms.
FULL ELECTION RESULTS:
Seat I: David Gregory – 114,611.789
Jeanie Lady Gusty – 107,240.399
Kathleen Hoffman – 97,940.201
Curtiss Chamberlain – 89,740.873
Seat J: Carl Morgan, Jr. – 125,070.992
Seat K: Marce Simeon – 160,434.429
Seat L: Dunia Morgan – 140,738.754

TKC Talent Bank applications now
being accepted
The Kuskokwim Corporation wants to
ensure Shareholders are prepared for the
future economic development and job
opportunities that could be coming to our
region. You may remember
that TKC collected
Talent Bank applications
a few years ago, but
since some information
and qualifications have
changed, we are urging all
TKC shareholders to fill
out the updated application
this year. It is important for
shareholders who want to be considered for
future employment to fill out a TKC Talent
Bank application so we know who to notify
when jobs become available.
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TKC staff will be traveling to all our villages
over the next few months helping people
fill out the Talent Bank applications and
answering any questions you may have. We
hope to have our new
talent bank database
up and running this
year, so we are urging
everyone to submit
a new application as
soon as they can. We
have enclosed the TKC
Talent Bank application
for your convenience.
Please fill it out and return to us. You can
also find one on our website. If you have
any questions, please can call the TKC
Anchorage office at 1-800-478-2171.

Proxy Prize Winners
TKC distributed $15,000 in cash prizes to shareholders who voted via proxy for the 2015
Annual Shareholders’ Meeting. BDO, our proxy tabulators, used a computer program to
randomly pick the prize winners. Checks were mailed to the winners directly following
the Annual Meeting. Congratulations to all of this year’s winners!
$2,500.00 – Clyde W Vaska
$1,500.00 – Elaine S Fletcher
$1,000.00 – Renee C Wilmarth
$500.00 – Amber A Effemka
$500.00 – Carol M Sakar
$500.00 – Mary M Turner
$500.00 – Cecilia L Aloysius
$500.00 – Billy Jean B Stewart
$250.00 – Michael G Middlemist
$250.00 – Alexander Levi
$250.00 – Rebecca M Levi
$250.00 – Albert A Willis Jr
$250.00 – Mary A Crisco
$250.00 – Walter A Morgan Sr
$100.00 – Josephine B Guynes
$100.00 – Angela M Taylor
$100.00 – Harvey G Hoffman
$100.00 – Colin J Kvamme
$100.00 – Kurin K Rosado
$100.00 – Arnold J Evans
$100.00 – Melody M Hoffman
$100.00 – Mike A Savage Jr
$100.00 – Rebecca S Savage
$100.00 – Jesse M Jordan

$100.00 – Lou Lou S Lopez
$100.00 – Rochelle E Sakar
$100.00 – Elizabeth A Baldwin
$100.00 – Riley S Morgan
$100.00 – Priscilla A Hairell
$100.00 – Nicholas J Nicoli
$100.00 – Lucy P Kelila
$100.00 – Arnold P Simeon Sr
$100.00 – Lavera E Wise
$100.00 – Ida O Nicolai
$100.00 – Evan Macar
$100.00 – Will A Hartman
$100.00 – Jared N Gregory
$100.00 – Cecilia O Matter
$100.00 – Ruth C Egnaty
$50.00 – Mike A Savage Sr
$50.00 – Clara O Tahbonemah
$50.00 – Francina M Raines
$50.00 – Brenda A Robson
$50.00 – Amanda F Wise
$50.00 – Mishka J Andreanoff Jr
$50.00 – Crimet F Phillips Jr
$50.00 – Mishka M Andreanoff
$50.00 – Willie M Beans

$50.00 – Maryjane Jackson
$50.00 – Martha T Nelson
$50.00 – Charlene G Hoffman
$50.00 – Duane P Samuelson
$50.00 – Andrew Littlefish Sr
$50.00 – Cherelle B Levi
$50.00 – Angela B Kameroff-Steeves
$50.00 – Roger D Morgan
$50.00 – Moses D Levi
$50.00 – Elsie P Simeon
$50.00 – Janet Simeon

$250.00 Early Bird drawing winners:
William O Nesbit III
Naomi N Fredericks
Christopher W Simeon
Case H Nelson
Jared N Gregory
Michael S Kameroff
Susan M Gamache
Nick A Levi
David G Peters
Wassillie F Isaac Jr
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Visit us at: www.kuskokwim.com

Connect with us on Facebook w

The Kuskokwim Drift newsletter is published quarterly by The Kuskokwim Corporation.
For more information, contact the Community Relations Department at (907) 243-2944.

Keep Us Up to Date
Avoid delays in receiving your dividend and other important TKC documents by

letting us know when you move or change any important information that could
affect how we get a hold of you. TKC Shareholders can update their address and
contact information any time on our website at www.Kuskokwim.com. Forms for
enrollment, direct deposit and wills can also be downloaded from the “Shareholders”
section of the website. Don’t have a printer? We can always send you paper forms in
the mail.
Questions? Call TKC’s Shareholder Relations Department at (907) 243-2944 or toll
free at 1-800-478-2171.

Anchorage Office
4300 B Street, Suite 207
Anchorage, Alaska 99503
Phone: (907) 243-2944
Fax: (907) 243-2984
Toll Free (in-state only):
1-800-478-2171

Aniak Office
P.O. Box 227
Aniak, Alaska 99557
Phone: (907) 675-4275
Fax: (907) 675-4276
Toll Free (in-state only):
1-800-478-4275

