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The

Traveling to the communities in the TKC 
region and sharing information about the 
corporation is important to us.  Every 
year, staff makes a point to travel to at 
least three TKC villages to connect with 
residents and listen to their comments and 
concerns.  In July, TKC traveled to both 
the Lower Kalskag and Upper Kalskag 
Traditional Council Annual Meetings. TKC 
President and CEO Maver Carey gave an 
update on the renegotiated Donlin Gold and 
TKC Surface Use Agreement as well as 
reports on TKC business operations.

TKC also traveled to Chuathbaluk for the 
Tribal Council’s Cultural Friday in July. 
Every week, the Chuathbaluk TC brings 
village residents together for cultural 
activities, and on July 25th, TKC staff 
were invited to participate.  In addition 
to giving an update about the company 
and visiting with residents, TKC met 
with the Traditional Council and City of 
Chuathbaluk to discuss land and housing 
issues important to the community.

TKC’s travels throughout the region

continued on page 5
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Since late 2012, the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (Corps) has been preparing an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
review the proposed Donlin Gold Project.  
This is a large project and people in the 
region have asked many questions about 
potential effects on fish and wildlife, 
communities, and the subsistence way of 
life.  The Corps is taking extra steps to 
work with local tribes and communities 
to provide information about the EIS 
process, identify concerns, and address 
those concerns in the EIS analysis.  Here 
we highlight several projects addressing 
gaps in available information. 

Traditional knowledge and fisheries studies bring new insights to 
the Donlin Gold Project EIS 

Based on the traditions of living from 
the land and waters, Yup’ik Elders hold 
a detailed and dynamic body of wisdom 
about the local environment.  Commonly, 
this wisdom is referred to as Traditional 
Ecological Knowledge (TEK).  As part 
of the EIS process, the Corps hosted 
two workshops in the TKC region to 
listen to and learn from our Elders.  In 
November 2013, some 13 local experts 
from Stony River to Tuntutuliak met with 
agency representatives in Aniak to share 
stories and offer insights about TEK and 
subsistence.  In March 2014, leaders 
from 13 communities met with the EIS 
Team wildlife and fisheries scientists 
for a dialogue about the current status 
of these resources and potential impacts 
from the Donlin Gold Project.  All of the 
participants expressed appreciation for 
these opportunities to contribute Alaska 
Native perspectives to the EIS.  

Another way to learn of and record 
traditional knowledge is through a process 
of oral history interviews with Elders and 
leaders in the TKC region.  In 2013, Moxie 

Alexie and Chelsey Beans-Polk interviewed 
a number of people about the impacts on 
families and communities from the “boom 
and bust” of the historic Red Devil Mine. 
There are many differences between 
historic mine engineering and regulatory 
oversight when compared to the modern 
setting of the proposed Donlin Gold Project.  
However, the experiences of families from 
the Red Devil Mine era give us topics 
to address carefully in the Donlin Gold 
EIS.  In 2014, Donne Harris-Fleagle and 
Chelsey Beans-Polk conducted interviews 
in eight communities exploring potential 
socio-cultural impacts to subsistence from 
the proposed Donlin Gold Mine.  These 
interviews are full of information and ideas 
about the future of subsistence. 

The large volume of barging associated 
with the proposed Donlin Gold Project 
brought special attention to potential 
impacts to Kuskokwim River fish stocks.  
Two studies were designed to address 
important gaps in current understanding. 
One was the first-ever study of rainbow 
smelt spawning on the Kuskokwim.  In late 
May 2014, working with local experts, fish 
biologists were able to document a short 
spawning event just upstream from Upper 
Kalskag.  A second study was designed 
to identify how juvenile salmon use the 

shallow water habitats in narrow parts of the 
river, where the fish might be affected by 
propeller wash and wakes from the barges.  
In mid-July, the fish biologists took samples 
from the shallows in seven locations on the 
river, including a river bar above Kalskag, 
Birch Tree Crossing, and near the mouth 
of the Holokuk River.  A second sampling 
period started in mid-August.

These studies are part of a major effort 
now underway to analyze potential impacts 
of the proposed Donlin Gold project mine 
site, transportation infrastructure, and the 
natural gas pipeline.  The Draft EIS is 
planned for release in late summer 2015, 
with public meetings throughout the YK 
Delta in the fall of 2015.  A recent EIS 
Project Newsletter sent to homes throughout 
the project area provided information on the 
development of alternatives being analyzed 
for the Draft EIS. 

For more information about the proposed 
Donlin Gold Project and the milestones 
in the EIS, please visit the project website 
at: www.DonlinGoldEIS.com.  You are 
also welcome to contact the Corps Project 
Manager, Don Kuhle, by phone at 
907-753-2780, or at Don.P.Kuhle@
usace.army.mil by e-mail. 
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By: Mike McCrum, Project Manager, 
Bureau of Land Management

In August, BLM’s contractor (Marsh 
Creek) completed construction at the 
Red Devil Mine.  The project is designed 
to prevent tailings from eroding into 
Red Devil Creek and migrating to the 
Kuskokwim River.  It is anticipated 
that the structures constructed in the 
creek in 2014 will be removed as part 
of site-wide action.  The creek project 
was performed in coordination with 
the US EPA, and four State of Alaska 
agencies:  Department of Environmental 
Conservation, Department of Natural 
Resources, Department of Health and 
Human Services and Department of Fish 
and Game.  

The main elements of the project were:

• Move approximately 5,000 cubic yards 
of tailings and waste rock away from 
the south side of the creek and place 
in temporary, covered stockpiles in an 
area already covered by tailings.  

• Realign the section of the creek next to 
the tailings pile and stabilize on each 
side with 3-foot gabions (sturdy wire 
mesh baskets filled with large rocks). 

• Construct a settling pond downstream 
of the realigned section of the creek 
to catch material that may find its way 
into the creek during the interim period 
before final site-wide remediation.  

The new creek channel and sediment 
pond will be monitored and maintained 

BLM Red Devil Mine cleanup update
until the final action takes place.  The 
sediment removed from the settling pond 
will be placed on the existing tailings pile.

While the creek was being improved to 
prevent tailings erosion, the BLM continued 
work on the Feasibility Study, which is 
scheduled for finalization in late 2014.  
Following completion of the Feasibility 
Study, the BLM will draft a Proposed 
Plan, which summarizes the results of the 
investigation and feasibility study.  The 
BLM is planning to present the Proposed 

The Red Devil Mine is an abandoned 
cinnabar and mercury mine site at 
the mouth of Red Devil Creek on the 
Kuskokwim River. From 1933 to 1971, 
mining operations included extensive 
underground and surface mining, on-site 
processing and waste disposal.  The Bureau 
of Land Management (BLM) assumed 
control of the site in 1987.  

Piles of mine tailings, fuel tanks, and 
processing chemicals were left at Red 
Devil Mine and have been leaking 
mercury, arsenic and other toxins into the 
groundwater and the Kuskokwim River 
system for more than four decades.

In winter of 2013, after years of urging 
from TKC and the State of Alaska, BLM 

consulted with communities and other 
agencies about how to prevent tailings 
from continuing to migrate into Red 
Devil Creek and the Kuskokwim River. 
A permanent plan to clean up the site is 
under development, and over the summer 
BLM completed this season’s work to 
divert Red Devil Creek.

Cleaning up Red Devil Mine

Plan to tribes and communities for 
comment in February-March 2015.  The 
Proposed Plan will contain the site-wide 
remediation alternative considered most 
technically feasible.  It is important that 
people provide comments to BLM for 
consideration in selecting the preferred 
site-wide action alternative. Once 
comments are considered in the evaluation 
process, the BLM will develop a Record 
of Decision which will define what action 
will be taken on the Red Devil Mine site.
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By Trisha Morgan

My Name is Trisha Morgan and I am a 
TKC shareholder from Aniak, Alaska.  I 
am just starting my sophomore year at the 
University of Alaska Anchorage in the 
Aviation Technology program.  It is my 
dream to become a pilot, and after obtaining 
my bachelor’s degree, I want to work for one 
of the major airlines.

TKC and The Kuskokwim Educational 
Foundation have helped me attend college, 
and this summer, I had the opportunity to 
work as an intern at TKC.  It was a great 
experience.  The staff and Board Members of 
TKC are very nice and they’re willing to help 
in any way that they can.  It is important for 
everyone to get a chance to learn more about 
the corporation in which they are enrolled, 
and as an intern I learned much about 
TKC.  During my internship I was given the 
ability to help many people throughout our 
corporation, in the process gaining an in-
depth understanding of how TKC works. 

After first working in the Anchorage 
office, I then traveled out of state and 
had the opportunity to job shadow with 
TKC Aerospace, one of The Kuskokwim 
Corporation’s subsidiaries.  I spent five 

TKC privately owns nearly a million 
acres of surface estate lands from roughly 
20 miles below Lower Kalskag to 20 
miles above Stony River.  TKC’s Permit 
Program carefully monitors, manages and 
protects these lands for present and future 
generations.  The Permit Program is in 
place to allow personal and commercial 
use of TKC’s land while also preventing 
loss or damage to TKC’s resources.  
The Permit Program also helps TKC 
gather information for land management 
purposes.  Permits are not needed to 
travel up and down the Kuskokwim 
River, however, any non-shareholders 
who stop and walk past the high water 
mark to hunt, berry pick, fish or camp 
need a permit.  TKC offers a number of 

Shareholder spotlight: From Aniak to aerospace, and beyond

TKC permits now online

amazing weeks in Charleston, South 
Carolina learning about TKC Aerospace, 
what they do and the many different careers 
that the aviation field has to offer.  I was 
fully involved and the staff was incredibly 
helpful in teaching me as much as I was 
able to learn in five short weeks.  I learned 
about the government contracting process 
and about aircraft modification.  I had the 
opportunity to go along on trips to see the 

aircrafts, and I attended meetings and learned 
about the industry first-hand. Not only was 
I busy learning more about TKCA, I also 
was able to explore South Carolina, visiting 
beaches and learning about Charleston and 
its history.  Thank you to TKC President and 
CEO Maver Carey and Tumeq President and 
CEO Sam Boyle for this experience.  It’s a 
summer I won’t forget!

permits for both shareholders and non-
shareholders.  Many of those permits can 

now be found on our website at www.
Kuskokwim.com. 

For more information about available permits, please contact 
TKC’s Land Department at 1-800-478-2171 or (907)243-2944

Permit Type TKC Shareholder Fee Non-Shareholder Fee Purpose
Campsite Yes $25/one time No N/A Seasonal Campsite
Recreational 
Land Use

No - Yes $100 Sportfishing, Camping, 
Berry Picking

Land Entry Yes Varies Yes Varies Project Contracts
Logging Yes - Yes $5/log House Logs
Firewood No - Yes $50/yr

4 cord max
Personal Firewood

A permit is not needed to travel up-and-down the river. However, stopping and traveling past the ordinary high water mark 
to hunt, berry pick, fish or camp requires a permit. (“Past the ordinary high water mark” is generally past the gravel where 
vegetation starts.)

The Kuskokwim Corporation protects its lands
The Permit Program carefully monitors, manages and protects TKC lands

       • Permits allow the monitoring of users and help prevent damage and contamination.
       • The TKC Permit Program is designed to protect our Native lands. Please respect it.
       • The goal of the TKC Permit Program is to protect our lands for the use of future generations.
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Shareholder spotlight: From Aniak to aerospace, and beyond
In August, the TKC Land Department 
traveled to the Aniak Traditional 
Council Fair to help raise money for the 
Kuskokwim Educational Foundation’s 
scholarship program.  Some rain and wind 
didn’t dampen the spirits of fair-goers 
as people gathered from surrounding 
communities to visit, play games, and 
eat delicious food.  TKC sponsored the 
inaugural TKC Akutaq Contest, where 

continued from page 1 TKC travels throughout the region

    TKC AKUTAQ CONTEST

 1st Place : Mitch Morgan
 2nd Place: Bunny Hoffman 
 3rd Place: Celeste Adkins 
 4th Place: Carrie Morgan

Mitch Morgan took home the top honors 
along with $100 cash, a “Best Akutaq on 
the Kusko” apron and bragging rights for 
her Salmonberry Akutaq.  

TKC would like to thank the residents of 
Lower and Upper Kalskag, Chuathbaluk 
and Aniak for their hospitality this 
summer.  We look forward to seeing you 
again soon!

1st Place, Mitch Morgan



Justin Alexie, AVTEC
Pauline Boratko, UAF, KUC Bethel Campus
Melissa Burkey, Western Governors University
Ja’aana Corbett, Oklahoma Community College
Marie Davis, University of Alaska Fairbanks
Lauren Fredericks, University of Alaska Anchorage
Sam Guzauskas, University of Alaska Anchorage
Kosmos Harrison, University of Alaska Anchorage
Harold Huntington, University of Alaska Anchorage
Janelle Huntington, University of Alaska Anchorage
Ronald Jennings, UAF, KuC Bethel Campus
Samantha Jones, Brandman University
Audrey Leary, University of Alaska Fairbanks
Katrina Leary, University of Alaska Anchorage
Megan Leary, UAF, KuC Bethel Campus
Ryan Morgan, Land & Sea Aviation

Trisha Morgan, University of Alaska Anchorage
Martha Nelson, AVTEC
Annie Nicoli, University of Alaska Anchorage
Chanel Ortiz, University of Alaska Anchorage
Ellen Parker, University of Alaska Fairbanks
Storm Phillips, University of Alaska Fairbanks
Taylor Richards, University of Alaska Anchorage
ShelbyLee Simeon, Fort Lewis College
Shenai Simeon, University of Alaska Fairbanks
Juliet Smith, Charter College
Amber Vaska, University of Alaska Fairbanks
Sarah Walker, University of Idaho School of Law
Dante’ Washington, Fort Lewis College
Joshua Wilcox-Kvamme, Alaska Christian College
Elizabeth Willis, Land & Sea Aviation
Rebecca Wilmarth, University of Alaska Fairbanks

FALL 2014 KEF SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
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TKC shareholders elected two new 
board members in June; Kenny Morgan 
of Kalskag and Daisy Phillips of Aniak.  
Morgan and Phillips were sworn in by 
Chairman Dunia Morgan during the 
Board of Directors’ August meeting.  
They join Lorraine Egnaty and Jeff 
Nelson who were reelected to three 
year terms.  

Donlin Gold and The Kuskokwim Educational Foundation: 
Helping TKC shareholders achieve their dreams

TKC welcomes new members to Board of Directors

Donlin Gold General Manager Stan Foo 
presented TKC President and CEO Maver 
Carey with a $50,000.00 contribution 
from Donlin to the Kuskokwim 
Educational Foundation (KEF).  It’s 
a major milestone in the partnership 
between TKC and Donlin that we hope 
will benefit both present and future 
generations of TKC shareholders.  Part 
of Donlin’s scholarship donation will 
be reserved for those seeking technical 
training or degrees directly related to 
mining activities.

Interested in receiving assistance in 
your higher education or training?  
Find out more about the KEF 
Scholarship Program by calling Sally 
in the Aniak office at 1-800-478-4275 
or by visiting www.Kuskokwim.com.
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TKC’s Board of Directors has again 
reviewed village representation and 
residency requirements for candidates 
interested in running for a seat on the 
Board of Directors. 

Recently, the board determined that 
imposing residency requirements could 
prevent potential candidates from running 
for a seat on the Board of Directors.  As a 
result, the board stands by its October 23, 
2013 decision to keep all seats “at-large.”
This message is brought to you in 
response to the advisory motion made by 
shareholders at the 2013 Annual Meeting to 
bring village representation and residency 
requirements to the full board. 

According to the Corporation’s bylaws, to 
be eligible for a board seat, you must be:

1. 18 years of age or older at the time of the 
next election of Directors; and

2. An Alaska Native shareholder of the 
Corporation entitled to vote, holding 
Class A or Class B stock.

3. Candidates are not eligible if they have a 
felony conviction.

4. Any employee of the Corporation, or 
any subsidiary of the Corporation, shall 
be deemed to have resigned from such 
employment, effective upon election to 
the Board of Directors.

The Kuskokwim Corporation encourages 
interested and eligible candidates to run for 
a seat on the Board of Directors during the 
next election in 2015.

Shareholder demographics continue to evolve as we add new Class B 
Shareholders.  TKC has tripled in size with shareholders since the enrollment of 
descendants started in 1994.  We are seeing an increasing number of shareholders 
moving out of the region to other locations.  Currently 35% live in one of TKC’s 
villages, 53% live in Alaska but not in one of TKC’s villages, 22% live in 
Anchorage, and about 10% live out of Alaska.

TKC welcomes new members to Board of Directors

Shareholder demographics Representing all 
TKC shareholders
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Anchorage Office

4300 B Street, Suite 207

Anchorage, Alaska 99503

Phone: (907) 243-2944

Fax: (907) 243-2984

Toll Free (in-state only): 

1-800-478-2171

Aniak Office

P.O. Box 227

Aniak, Alaska 99557

Phone: (907) 675-4275

Fax: (907) 675-4276

Toll Free (in-state only): 

1-800-478-4275

4300 B Street, Suite 207
Anchorage, Alaska 99503
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The Kuskokwim Drift newsletter is published quarterly by The Kuskokwim Corporation.
For more information, contact the Community Relations Department at (907) 243-2944.

Visit us at: www.kuskokwim.com Connect with us on Facebook w

Anyone who has Class A TKC Stock, whether it be 300 shares or one share, 
should have a Will on file with TKC.  Having a current Will ensures your TKC 
Stock will be transferred to the people you chose in the event of your death.  
Your Class A Stock can be left to whomever you like and your Will can updated 
at any time.  Call TKC’s Anchorage office and speak with the Shareholder 
Records Department to request your Will today, at (907) 243-2944, or toll-free 
at 1-800-478-2171.

Shareholder Relations corner: 
The importance of Wills




