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trail this winter, they’ll have the support
of family, friends and an extra special fan
club: The Kuskokwim Corporation.
TKC, which is sponsoring Diehl’s entry
into his first-ever Iditarod Trail Sled
Dog Race this year, is also sponsoring
Diehl in one of the state’s biggest
mid-distance races and a regional
favorite, the Kuskokwim 300.
“We are so thrilled that Richie is
representing TKC shareholders and their
dreams in such a positive way,” said TKC
President and CEO Maver Carey. “He’s a
great role model, and we’re proud to help
him pursue his goals.”
Running the “K300” in prior years has
been a good experience for Diehl. Last
year, he finished in fourth place, ahead

of some of the biggest names in the
sport. And he still thinks his greatest
mushing accomplishment to date is the
Humanitarian Award he received in the
2011 race.
This year, he’ll again face off against big
name mushers including Iditarod champs
John Baker, Martin Buser and Lance
Mackey, and plenty of other veterans of
the Last Great Race—faces he’ll see again
at the Iditarod starting gate in Anchorage
on Saturday, March 2.
As one of Alaska’s premier mushing
events and a favorite tradition in the
region, the race itself enjoys TKC support,
too. The K300 trail runs through some
TKC lands, and as a major sponsor of
the race, the corporation waives the usual
permit fees for using those areas.
“The K300 is a wonderful event, and
we’re happy to be among its supporters,”
Carey said. “We wish Richie, and all the
mushers, a safe and successful race.”
Diehl is inspired by the support he’s
received from the corporation and said
he’s proud to represent TKC shareholders
among Alaska’s competitive mushers.
“We’re really showing people in rural
Alaska that we have a place in this sport,”
Diehl said. “When we have the right
support, we can come together with a
competitive team.”

Aniak musher Richie Diehl prepares for the start
of the 2010 Bogus Creek 150 race.

Napaimute timber partnership brings energy and
opportunity to TKC shareholders
One of TKC’s top goals is to promote

economic development and business in
the region. That’s the motivation behind
the timber harvest program currently being
established in Napaimute.
The Napaimute Traditional Council runs a
firewood harvesting business on its private
lands, employing many TKC shareholders
and helping to meet the high demand for
less costly energy in the region. Currently,
TKC and the Native Village of Napaimute
are finalizing an agreement that will allow
the tribe to harvest firewood on TKC
lands as well. TKC has hired a forester to
ensure the harvest is sustainably managed
and economically developed, helping
set the stage for a partnership that will

benefit both Napaimute residents and TKC
shareholders. The corporation has also
arranged for firewood harvested from TKC
lands to be sold to shareholders at cost.
Mark Leary, director of development
and operations for the Native Village of
Napaimute, says the partnership is going
to help the timber program flourish.
“The program is doing a number of
things: It’s providing employment for
shareholders, it’s managing and improving
our forest resource, and it’s providing an
affordable alternative energy source for
people on the Kuskokwim River,” Leary
said. “The price of stove oil is killing us
in rural Alaska, and more and more people
are going back to wood. The potential

savings for individuals is in the thousands
of dollars each year.”
Before entering into their partnership,
TKC and Napaimute held public outreach
meetings in the villages closest to the
timber harvest site.
“It was important that we communicate
the program’s details and secure the
support of the nearby villages,” said
Rachel Klein, lands manager for TKC.
“Residents saw that it was going to be a
beneficial partnership, and we were very
happy to receive resolutions of support
from the village councils in Upper
Kalskag and Lower Kalskag.”
Now in the final stages of preparation, the
agreement between Napaimute and TKC is
initially set to last through 2017.
“This partnership is good for our
shareholders and good for our land,” Klein
said. “The woods in this area needs to be
harvested for forest health and stability,
and the program provides jobs and
affordable energy for TKC shareholders.
It’s a win/win situation.”

Residents of Napaimute with sustainably harvested timber.

TKC and Rotary team up to get Kuskokwim families reading
The Kuskokwim Corporation and

Anchorage Gateway Rotary joined
forces this winter to bring the joy of
reading to TKC families.

and Disney stories for younger kids all
the way up to longer books for teenagers.”

In November and December, TKC and
Rotary placed collection bins around
Anchorage and asked residents to drop
off new or gently used books. In just a
few weeks, more than 500 books were
collected, all of them now destined for
new homes in the Kuskokwim region.

TKC representatives traveled to Upper
Kalskag on Dec. 11, where Gusty read
to Headstart students from some of the
donated books. Now the corporation is
developing a plan to distribute the books
throughout the TKC villages. The books
may be used to start community libraries,
or they may be distributed through the
schools or tribal governments.

“We received a great variety of books
for all ages,” said Shareholder Relations
Assistant Jeanie “Lady” Gusty. “There’s
everything from board books for toddlers

“These books are a wonderful resource
for our young readers, and we would
like as many people as possible to enjoy
them,” Gusty said.
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TKC extends a sincere thank-you to
Anchorage Gateway Rotary.

Future shareholders reading in Upper Kalskag.
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Upper Kalskag ready to move forward with 14(c)3
Representatives of The Kuskokwim

Corporation traveled to Upper Kalskag
on Dec. 11 to meet with residents and
community leaders about the upcoming
transfer of 14(c)3 lands to the village. Two
meetings, hosted by the city council and
traditional council, drew about four dozen
residents, although attendance at an evening
meeting was lower than anticipated due to a
massive snowstorm that swept through the
region late in the day. Despite the weather,
the meetings were productive for everyone
involved, and by the end of the day, TKC,
the city council and the traditional council
signed a memorandum of agreement to
move forward with the transfer.
“It was a very productive day,” said TKC
COO and Land Manager Rachel Klein.
“The meetings went very well, and passing
the memorandum was a big accomplishment
for all of us.”

Upper Kalskag residents discussing 14(c)3 lands.

Pick.Click.Give. to support Kuskokwim students
Supporting Kuskokwim Education

Foundation (KEF) scholarship programs is
easier than ever now that KEF has qualified
for Pick.Click.Give., the program that makes
it safe and simple for Alaskans to make
charitable contributions directly from their
Permanent Fund Dividend checks.

KEF through the PFD, you’re doubling your
donation!

When you apply for your PFD in 2013, you
can use Pick.Click.Give. to make a donation
of any size to KEF. All contributions will go
to support KEF scholarship funds.

“We’re thrilled to be able to offer Alaskans
this easy, secure way to support our
students,” Shareholder Relations Assistant
Jeanie “Lady” Gusty said. “With the
matching donation from TKC, it’s really like
you’re making two contributions to KEF.
It’s going to help us continue to support our
students as they pursue their educational
goals.”

In celebration of this exciting development,
TKC has announced it will match all Pick.
Click.Give. donations to KEF up to $30,000
in 2013—so this year, when you donate to

In 2012, more than 23,000 Alaskans made
charitable contributions through Pick.Click.
Give., for a total of over $2.2 million in
donations.
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MISSING: Mary Anne Alexie
TKC is offering a reward for

information that helps locate Mary Anne
Alexie, a shareholder who went missing
in Anchorage last fall.
Alexie, 33, is originally from Fairbanks
but traveled to Anchorage in October to
attend Alaska Career College. She arrived
safely in Anchorage on Oct. 9, 2012, but
has not been heard from since Oct. 10 at
approximately 3 a.m., when she told a
friend that she was lost in Anchorage’s
Spenard area and did not know where
to go.
Alexie is 4 feet 11 inches tall, weighs
approximately 120 pounds and has
brown hair and brown eyes.
“We’re asking TKC shareholders to report
any information they may have about
Mary Anne’s location,” TKC President
and CEO Maver Carey said. “She is a
member of our shareholder family, and

it is our hope that we can find her and
reunite her with her loved ones.”
If you have seen Mary Anne Alexie
or have any information regarding her
whereabouts, please contact the Anchorage
Police Department immediately at
(907) 786-8900.
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