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TKC launches Shareholder program to 
promote cultural learning and enrichment.

INTRODUCING

Preserving the values, knowledge, language‚ 
and traditions of the people of the Middle 
Kuskokwim has been identified as a priority by our 
Shareholders. Feedback provided tells us that it is 
important for us to provide opportunities for our 
Shareholders to connect, stay connected, or re-
connect with the rich culture and heritage of the 
Middle Kuskokwim. 

In response to this feedback, the Kuskokwim 
Corporation (TKC) and our Board of Directors 
developed and recently launched the TKC ROOTS 
(Raising Our Own Traditional Stewards) program. 
Through TKC ROOTS, we work to preserve and 
promote Middle Kuskokwim culture and traditions 
through cultural learning activities; tools and 
resources to share traditional knowledge and 
wisdom; and providing access to opportunities 
beyond TKC. 

CULTURAL LEARNING ACTIVITIES

One way we work to provide opportunities for 
our Shareholders to participate in our culture is 
through cultural learning classes. We continue to 
reach out to Shareholders, Elders, Alaska Native 
artists, and other community members to teach 
classes and share knowledge about Alaska Native 
culture, traditions, art, and language. Learning from 
our people of the Middle Kuskokwim and Alaska 
Native experts enhances the cultural authenticity of 
the learning environment. Not only do our classes 
create space for our Shareholders to connect with 
our community and rich cultural heritage, but they 
leave the class with knowledge of a traditional 
skill, craft, or practice. They can share with that 
knowledge with others to further promote and 
preserve our culture. They also have the option of 
turning their knowledge into a source of income 
so they can sustain and provide for themselves and 
their families. 

In the last year, we hosted a variety of cultural 
learning classes including a Traditional Qaspeq 
Making Classes with Nikki Corbett of Sew 
Yupik and a Caribou Hair Tufting Classes with 
Emma Hildebrand. Classes were offered both in 
Anchorage for our urban-based Shareholders and 
at the Arviiq Center in Aniak. We also offered a 
Piicikaq (Birchbark Basket) Making Class with Annie 
Morgan in Sleetmute and supported a Beaver Hat 
Sewing Class with Michelle Samuelson in Kalskag. 

TOOLS & RESOURCES ABOUT TRADITIONAL 
KNOWLEDGE & WISDOM

We understand we have Shareholders who are 
unable to attend our cultural learning classes and 
other in-person events. We want our Shareholders 
to be able to participate in and benefit from the 

TKC ROOTS

Artist Emma Hildebrand teaches TKC Shareholders in Anchorage to 
make beautiful hair barettes out of tufted caribou hair.



2024 - Q1  |  3

opportunities we provide through our TKC ROOTS 
program, no matter where they are located. 

To bridge the gap we are working with those 
teaching cultural learning classes to offer classes 
virtually. We also plan to record videos of the 
classes we offer (when appropriate) so our 
Shareholders can learn traditional skills, crafts, 
or practices from anywhere at any time. Current 
recoding can be found on you YouTube channel at 
www.youtube.com/@TheKuskokwimCorporation.

We also continue our work on TKC’s Stories of the 
Middle Kuskokwim Project, which aims to capture 
and share traditional knowledge from our region. 
In the Fall of 2023, TKC Elders from Sleetmute, 
Crooked Creek, Chuathbaluk and Aniak gathered at 
the Arviiq Center to share stories about fish, food, 
and family, past and present. Those stories and 
others collected will be part of TKC’s Stories of the 
Middle Kuskokwim Project.

Soon, through our TKC ROOTS Program, we will 
offer Culture Kit Boxes to our young Shareholders. 
Each box will include materials and instructions 
so our Shareholders can learn and connect with 
some of our cultural traditions. We are in the 
development phase of this project and expect to 
launch the application process for our urban youth 
before summer. 

Recognizing the benefit of creating time and space 
for intergenerational sharing, TKC’s Anchorage 
and Aniak offices have created “ROOTS Rooms”. A 
place for people to simply hang out and visit, share 
coffee and stories. Teach a small class if they want. 
We wanted a place that feels more like home and 
welcome visitors at any time. 

ACCESS TO OPPORTUNITES BEYOND TKC

Our goal is to connect our Shareholders with 
as many opportunities to learn the culture and 
traditions of the Middle Kuskokwim. In addition 
to offering classes and providing various 
tools, resources, and materials directly to our 
Shareholders, we want to help them access cultural 
learning opportunities not administered by TKC. 

We partner with in-region Tribes, schools, and other 
organizations to host culture camps and other 
youth cultural learning activities. We also sponsor 
out-of-region participants. 

For years, TKC has partnered with the Native Village 
of Napaimute to host an annual, week-long Jacob 
Wise Memorial Spirit Camp. Each year, this camp 
brings together TKC Shareholder youth from across 
the region and Anchorage for cultural, wellness and 
youth leadership activities. 

To encourage intergenerational learning and 
sharing, through our TKC ROOTS program, we 
sponsored a group of Elders and Youth (Grades 7 
-12) to attend the First Alaskans Institute’s 2023 
Elders & Youth Conference in Anchorage. 

As we come across classes, conferences, and 
events offered by other organizations that 
promote cultural learning and are available to 
our Shareholders, we will share those on social 
media. While it is does not fall directly under our 
TKC ROOTS program, The Kuskokwim Educatoinal 
Foundation (KEF) offers culutal learning sholarships. 
More information can be found online at  
www.kefalaska.org.

Understanding the importance of preserving and 
promoting cultural learning as a priority for our 
Shareholders, we would love to hear your ideas on 
how we can work together to uplift the values and 
knowledge of our people. 

Ronald Ferguson, TKC youth Shareholder sponsored to attend the 
First Alaskans Institute’s 2023 Elder’s and Youth conference,  
photographed with his grandpa, Ron Hoffman.

Staff and campers headed to the 2023 Jacob Wise Memorial Spirit 
Camp. The weeklong camp included cultural, wellness and youth 
leadership building activities.
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William Peterson, 22, recently earned his 
commercial pilot’s license and began his career 
as a professional pilot with Ryan Air on December 
28, 2023. William is a TKC Shareholder and has 
Middle Kuskokwim family ties to both Kalskag and 
Chuathbaluk. His parents are Paul Littlefish and 
Natalia Peterson His paternal grandparents are 
Peter Pitka and Molly Littlefish and his maternal 
grandparents are Darlene and Jerry Peterson.

William attended the George Morgan Senior High 
School in Kalskag. As a Senior, he began studying 
“Intro to Aviation” through Alaska EXCEL’s career 
pathways program. William completed the Alaska 
EXCEL program and earned his private pilot’s 
license in 2019. After graduating, he began working 
toward his commercial pilot license and received 
mentorship and aviation career training from Jamie 
Klaes, owner of CKT Aviation. 

Earning a commercial pilot’s license is no easy feat. 
In order become a commercial pilot, William first 
had to complete a minimum of:

•	 40 hours minimum for a private pilot license

•	 35 hours minimum for Instrument Rating

•	 250 hours of flight time

•	 100 hours in powered aircraft, 50 hours must be 
in Airplane

One of the main challenges William faced as he 
worked toward his education and career goals 
was securing funding. “While the saying, ‘What 
makes an airplane fly? Money!’ holds true, the 
support from The Kuskokwim Corporation, AVCP, 
and the Jeff Chen Scholarships played a crucial 
role in realizing my dream,” said William. William 
received scholarship funding from the Donlin Gold 
Kuskokwim Educational Foundation.

William Peterson, TKC Shareholder & DGKEF Scholarship recipient, earns 
commercial pilot license, lands flight in hometown of Kalskag, AK.

SHAREHOLDER 
SPOTLIGHT: William Peterson
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Whether you’re interested in following his footsteps 
in becoming a commercial pilot or you are on a 
educational and career path of your own, William 
has some advice, 

While William was already on the path to becoming 
a commercial pilot, he knew flying was the right 
career path for him when he worked as a cargo 
agent, he flew and delivered essential supplies 
to his community. “I love the idea of helping my 
community with what it needs, and that keeps me 
going,” said William.

On January 5, William successfully landed a 
commercial flight with Ryan Air in his hometown 
of Kalskag. His family and friends gathered at 
the runway and celebrated his arrival. “It was an 
awesome experience and a very proud moment to 
watch my son land that plane in his village,” said 
Paul Littlefish, William Peterson’s father. “I wasn’t 
the only one that was there to watch him land too, 
his siblings and other family and friends got to 
witness him land that plane in Kalskag.”

When asked about his experience flying into his 
hometown, William said, “I’m overjoyed with 
the accomplishment and joy I feel from flying. 
My dedication has paid off, especially with one 
of my first revenue flights to Kalskag – it’s pure 
happiness!”

William plans to work and progress in his position 
at Ryan Air. “I simply love flying for the community,” 
he said. His dad is proud of his achievements and 
excited to the start of his new career. “I told him to 
continue to do what he’s doing and make his family 
and community proud. He’s doing what he enjoys 
and worked his way to get there,” said Paul.

Congratulations, William for everything you’ve 
accomplished! At TKC, we are proud to have 
supported you on your journey in becoming a 
commercial pilot and are thrilled to watch you 
continue to soar!

“Get your diploma, apply for 
scholarships, take your time, 

absorbing as much information 
as possible, ask for help when 

needed, and never give up.”

William successfully landing a commercial flight with Ryan Air in 
his hometown of Kalskag. 

Family and friends showed their support for William at the Kalskag 
runway as he landed his first commercial flight home.

William celebrates his achievement of officially becoming a 
commecial pilot.
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The Donlin Gold Kuskokwim Educational 
Foundation (DGKEF) was formed in 2017 
through an agreement between The Kuskokwim 
Corporation (TKC) and Donlin Gold, LLC. The 
two for-profit corporations, share an interest in 
promoting education and workforce development 
among TKC shareholders and the region. The goal 
is to create a skilled labor force for the Donlin Gold 
mine project.

The DGKEF offers financial scholarships to support 
TKC Shareholder students who are interested in 
the mining industry as well as mining-related and 
support industries. Scholarships may be awarded 
for vocational training and university degrees.

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION & TRAINING

•	 Pilot/Aviation

•	 Electrician

•	 Welding

•	 Mechanic (e.g., light and heavy duty mechanic, 
millwright, powerhouse mechanic)

•	 Water treatment plant operator

•	 Heavy equipment operator

•	 Logistics and supply chain

•	 Plumbing and heating

•	 Control room operator

•	 Information technology

UNIVERSITY DEGREES

•	 Engineering 

•	 Geology

•	 Chemistry

•	 Environmental Science

•	 Business Administration

•	 Human Resources

•	 Information Technology and

•	 Health and Occupational Safety

THINGS TO CONSIDER

•	 Eligible applicants may NOT also receive 
Kuskokwim Educational Foundation (KEF) 
Scholarships.

•	 DGKEF Awards are based in part on financial 
need. Students must complete the financial aid 
process for their school.

•	 Students are required to maintain a 2.0 GPA in 
order to remain eligible for funding.

•	 Students may reapply each year for DGKEF 
Scholarships until the end of their program or 
degree has been complete.

FOUNDATIONS UPDATE
About DGKEF

To learn more and apply, visit our 
website kuskokwim.com/educational-
opportunities/dgkef.

TKC Shareholder and DGKEF scholarship recipient Corey Nicoli takes first solo fight after earning his private pilot’s license.
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for Non-Shareholders

LAND-USE 
REMINDER

The Kuskokwim Corporation (TKC) Lands are 
NOT open to non-shareholders without a proper 
permit. 

TKC land starts appx. 20 miles below Lower 
Kalskag and ends appx. 20 miles above Stony 
River. Please be aware that there are privately 
owned native allotments, and parcels of state 
and federal land within the TKC land boundaries.

Permits for land use by non-shareholders are 
available on the TKC website at  
kuskokwim.com/permitting-2.

•	 If you would like to access TKC Land for 
recreational use, please submit a Non-
Shareholder Recreational Use application

•	 If you would like to access TKC Land to 
harvest firewood for personal use, please 
submit a Non-Shareholder Personal 
Firewood application

For more information or to request a permit 
application, contact the TKC Aniak Office at 
(907) 675-4275.

from TKC’s Brighter Futures

ENERGY
SAVING TIPS

Households in our region pay some of the 
highest energy rates in the entire nation. To 
help conserve energy and reduce your monthly 
energy bill, here are some energy saving tips 
and tricks brought to you by TKC’s Brighter 
Futures Project: 

•	 Change your light bulbs to LEDs. An LED 
bulb uses only about 10 watts of electricity 
compared to an incandescent 75 watt bulb. 
That’s an 80% savings for the same amount 
of light and an 80% savings on your lighting 
costs!

•	 Use natural light when possible.

•	 Turn off the lights when they’re not in use. 
Lighting accounts for about 12% of a typical 
residential utility bill.

•	 Plug electronics into a power strip. Flip the 
switch off when you are not using them. 
Many electronics, including TVs, carry a 
phantom load even when they are not on.

•	 Don’t leave your mobile phone plugged in 
overnight. It only takes a couple of hours to 
charge.

TKC’s Brighter Futures Project launched as 
an effort to address the high electricity costs 
faced by our Shareholders. The Project is a 
multi-angled approach to bring affordable 
and efficient energy to our region and to our 
Shareholders everywhere. 

We continue to plan and collaborate with 
partners to provide more long-term solutions 
to reducing energy costs for our Shareholders 
and communities. In the meantime, TKC 
provides energy efficient lightbulbs to all of our 
Shareholders wherever they are.

To request energy efficient light 
bulbs for your home, submit the 
project application on our website at 
kuskokwim.com/brighter-futures.



TKC’S 48TH
ANNUAL MEETING
OF SHAREHOLDERS

June 1, 2024 in Chuathbaluk, AK

Follow us on Facebook for the latest Annual 
Meeting information and opportunities to 
win prizes!

ANCHORAGE OFFICE
4300 B Street, Suite 405
Anchorage, AK 99503
Phone: (907) 243-2944
Toll Free (in-state only):
1-800-478-2171 
Fax: (907) 243-2984

ANIAK OFFICE
PO Box 227
Aniak, Alaska 99557
Phone: (907) 675-4275
Toll Free (in-state only):
1-800-478-4275 
Fax: (907) 675-4276

The Kuskokwim Drift newsletter is published quarterly by The Kuskokwim 
Corporation. For more information or to submit content to share, please 
email tkcnews@kuskokwim.com.

@TheKuskokwimCorp

@KuskoCorp

@TheKuskokwimCorporation


